Lotti Flavio- Italian Peace
Round Table Coordination
speaksto Africa Flame
reporter Brenda Zulu

On his views on the Nairobi, World
Social Forum

I think it was a great success. For the
first time, the WSF is not speaking about
poor people but giving interaction to the
poor people. Slum dwellers had an
opportunity to spesk at the social forum
although there was a protest to wave off
registration fees for the locals which was
done.

On European participation

For the European Civil Society it was
important that this forum was not closed
at Kasarani but started with the peace
march from Kibera and will end with a
marathon from Korogocho where more
than 10 000 slum dwellers will match
and end up at Uhuru Park. This is the
first time Africa has hosted it has build a
space for social movement in Africa
Nairobi is the space that will help
improve and invest in the process.

On how Africa can improve on its mis-
takes

| am not in a position to comment on the
African limits, of course they were limi-
tations prefer to see the next WSF to be
organised by Africans. The Nairobi WSF
has captured the African perspectives of
civil society and NGOs. The socia
movement is still growing in Africa and
| think this event is an instrument to be
used for mobilising.

On the format of the 2008 WSF

It will be aweek of globalisation mobil-
isation and our commitment to gover-
nance by people from below.

On the next WSF

We expect the next socia forum be held
in 2009 as the International Council
decided that it will be held every two
years. | am hoping the next WSF will be
held in Africawhich is a deprived conti-
nent where we have people leaving on
less than 1US$ a day. It is time to sup-
port the growing network in Africa We
cannot protest if the Western World
would abandon Africa expect for steal-
ing resources.
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By Rebecca Wanjiku

Mary Wairimu is a bitter woman. Ever
since water was privatized in her vil-
lage, she is forced to pay shs 300 ($ 6)
every month. Thisistoo much for the 65
year old.

Wairimu feels that water privatization has
made water expensive and has resulted in
governments waiving their obligations to
the population. According to the peasant
farmer, residents of Gatuanyaga village
pay more for water compared to electrici-

ty.

“Maai thiku ici kai matakuikire iriia
(nowadays water is like milk)” Wairimu
said, speaking in her native Kikuyu lan-

guage.
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While attending the World Social Forum
to support the movement to overturn water
privatization, Wairimu said that over 1.1
billion people in the world have no access
to water while 2.6 hillion do not have
inadequate access.

At the WSF, an African water network was
launched to agitate the right to water and
fair water bills to world’s poorest.

Moses Kambou from Burkina Faso says
that African governments have auctioned
citizen rights to big mining corporations,
the World Bank and International
Monetary Fund (IMF), which dictate that
public services must be privatized.

“We have a case in Ghanawhere four river
sources were destroyed to give way for
mining activities. What happens to local

communities that depend on that water?
Governments must consider our right to
water,” Kambou said.

Africa Water network wants justice in the
way water is distributed, all people should
access clean water, there should be no dis-
connections, fair water bills, and increased
public financing.

Governments and other proponents of pri-
vatization argue that it increases accounta-
bility and productivity. But participantsin
the forum contend that it only encourages
investors to invest in communities, charge
higher amounts then repatriate the money
back to their countries.

In this respect, communities are ripped off
and there is no investment in other social

Africa at risk of loosing the health battle

lions to loose their lives to diseases that can be prevented,

By Joan Wangui

The African continent could be at the brink of extinction if
the health issues are not prioritized now. And by 2015, an
estimated 120 million Africans will die if the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) on health are not implement-
ed. They include, reducing child mortality, improving
maternal health and reducing HIV/Aids, tuberculosis and

malaria.

This revelation was made during a health campaign
dubbed '15% cut' aimed at urging African leaders to honor
the 2001 Abuja declaration pledges of allocating 15% of

treated and managed.

Unveiling the grim statistics of the 2006 figures from global
and African health institutions, Rotimi Sankore, from the
Centre of Research a campaigner of African rights on health
issues noted that if no urgent measures are taken, 'our conti-
nent could die out before our eyes.'

“Sadly in Africa, statistics are seen are mere figures. In years

to come people will read about Africa in books. We are say-

their national budgets on public health. However, their
commitments have remained largely unmet, causing mil-

ing that another world free of diseases is possible.”
Grim statistics from UNAIDS and WHO indicate that an esti-
mated 8 million Africans are dying annually from treatable

To page 2
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African gay youths call for
equal rights at social forum

By Musoke-Kezio David

Scores of African gay youths participat-
ing at the World Social Forum (WSF)

have called on the United Nations (UN) to
pressure African governments on the
issue of discrimination against homosex-
uals.

The Ethiopian Social Forum

The Ethiopian Social Forum presencein the
WSF is widely noticed. There are hundred
twenty people Ethiopian from all over
Ethiopia. The group consists of representa-
tives of pastoralists, women and youth
activists. There are musicians and a tradi-
tional dancegroup. Furthermore, an exhibi-
tion stands, displaying farmers organic
products, coffee ceremony and the signing of
the petition against Starbuck profit oriented
schemes, paintings and traditional clothes
aredisplayed.

For the opening the ceremony at the Uhuru
park Ethiopian participants marched in support
of the WSF and its principles that are shared.
The slogans carried by the various group where

1. Good Governance: facilitate people to
Govern! 2. No Development No EPAs
Ethiopian farmers say No to GMOs 3. Women
— celebrate our achievements! 4. Youth, caring
the past to the future 5 Ethiopian Millennium ,
Celebrate September 11, 2007. These issues
have been organized so that debates on Good
Governance its heritage and propects; gender
prespective; trade issues and the role of youth
in the African Union are shared in the open
space of the WSF.

These workshops are supported by the contri-
butions of CRDA and a number of other part-
ners.

Ms Timnit Abraha from InterAfrica Group —
Ethiopia - timnit@yahoo.com

The youths who were led by three African
gay and lesbian umbrella groups here at
Kasarani, Nairobi joined Nobel laureate
Archbishop Desmond Tutu who had earlier
on during one of the forum's events said no
youth should be penalized for their sexual
orientation.

Tutu who has been in Nairobi with the All
Africa Conference of Churches group to
add voice to the voiceless at the WSF,
likened discrimination against gays to what
used to happen to black South Africans dur-
ing the apartheid days.

The protesting gay youths said African gov-
ernments should not only consider, but must
recognize gays and lesbian in their respec-
tive constitutions saying the UN should play
arole in putting pressure to those African
countries that don't recognizable them.

In most African countries, homosexuality is
taboo. It is regarded by some as satanic and
un-African while in others it is outlawed

and with strict penalties for those found
quilty.

Analysts say lawsin most African countries
are largely to blame for criminalizing and
discriminating against homosexuals.

Oundo George, a Ugandan protesting with a
group called Sexual Minorities in Uganda
said he would be at arisk o being prosecut-
ed and locked up in his home country if he
protested about discrimination of gays.

His counterpart, Antie Ivy from the Gay and
Leshian Codlition of Kenya (GALCK), a
Kenyan umbrella group which has brought
together colleagues from across the conti-
nent to share experiences, is hopeful that
after the WSF, this perception will have
changed.

The other body that joined the protest, the
Coalition of Gaysand African said that even
with tens of thousands of activists at the
WSF denouncing injustices of al kinds, the
issue of discrimination against homosexuals
is making its voice heard amidst the din.

In other countries, discrimination has mani-
fested itself through violence, including les-
bians and gay persons reportedly murdered
for their sexuality. Speaking to IPS, Fikile
Vilakazi, director of the Coalition of African
Leshians cited the example of Zoliswa
Nkonyana, a 19-year-old lesbian who was
killed by a mob in Cape Town, South
Africa, early last year.

SAMIR AMIN SPEAKS AT
THE World Social Forum

By Farida Nyamachumbe
Tamway/ziff

Renowned social scientist and academ-
ic Professor Samir Amin of Egypt
lashed out at what he regarded as
forces of global annihilation when he
spoke at the Stop the War Forum held
during the World Social forum currently
taking place in Nairobi Kenya.

He said “war is not a result of some spe-
cific event happening here or there or
against some country fingered in the
“war against terror”.

He added that war is a product of the
logic of a specific system, arguing that
issues of equitable development and
issues of war can not be separated
because they are the outcome of a sys-
tem of economic functions.

He decried the current short-sighted-
ness towards war through what he
regarded as defensive approaches and
reactions towards a violence prone sys-
tem. He proposed that it was high-time
for world social forces to use more
“attacking” means, be more positive and
more proactive in their responses
towards the scourge of war perpetrated
against the whole world.

“war is not a result of
some specific event
happening here or there
or against some country
fingered in the “war
against terror”

THE ENGLISH/

Become the media

By Emrakeb Asefa

“Becomethemedia” isthe slogan carrying the concept of independent and non-main-
stream media among some media activists currently participating in the 7th World
Social Forum (WSF) herein Nairobi.

The idea of having your own medium of news production was born during the Seattle
Conference in 1999, when a group of media activities were coalesced into Indymedia, a
short form of the Independent Media Convergence (IMC). Currently, it has mobilized over
100 media activists to use the web as a platform to tell their own stories, by working out-
side of the mainstream media.

“Be the media yourself. Don’'t wait for CNN or BBC to tell your story,” Charles Mtengue,
an Indymedia member from Zambia said, explaining the motto behind indymedia. He was
speaking to participants attending one of the seminars held at the WSF to discuss the issue.
Though the IMC began in the Northern countries like the US, Europe and Latin America,
currently some 30 independent media activists from Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe and South
Africaare carrying the concept and creating an alternative source of public information.
“We know that mainstream media don'’t tell stories from the streets; about the poor,” John
Wanjiku from Kenya said, adding that by training ordinary citizens about radio production
and web publishing, they themselves can tell their own stories in their own voices.
According the participants, ICM rejects the mainstream media’ s obsession with ‘big issues
like politics and business. It has created instead a platform for sharing ideas, skills and
knowledge and various media technologies.. Practical experiences in the struggle for free,
open and independent news production were gained for the participants of the workshop.

Africa at risk of loosing the health battle
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40 million people live with HIV/Aids. The
TB scenario presents a more gloomier
picture with an estimated 586,911
Africans dying from the disease annual-
ly, this represents 35% of the world
total.

Statistics also show that women in
Africa bear the heaviest brunt of HIV
infection mainly caused by TB related
conditions. Annual Aids deaths figures
for Africa are at 2.1 million with new
infections as high as 2.8 million. The
2006 figures for children orphaned by
Aids stand at 12 million, a figure that
continue to alarm health practitioners in
Africa.

Malaria, the number one killer disease

1,136,000(89.3) of the world total. The
health is at stake; reliable evidence
shows that malaria accelerates HIV
infection and if our governments are not
pro-active, there could be a conver-
gence of all three diseases causing a
rise in casualty figures.

Most shockingly, child mortality in Africa
contributes the biggest percentage of
annual health related deaths with an
estimated 4.8 million dying under the
age of five. Pneumonia, diarrhoea,
malaria, measles and Aids account for
half of these deaths.

This trend needs a reverse, with a con-
certed effort from governments to prior-
itize the health scenario in Africa.
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Reclaim our UN says whispers

“We are totally unsatisfied with the UN and
reforms are essential. It is too often seen asan
institution dominated by the United States, or
one where there's lots of taks and little
actions,” says Flavio Lotti from the Italian
chapter of the Peace Round Table movement.

By Gervais J. Henrie

Whispers about fundamental changes that
are needed at United Nation (UN) are get-
ting louder at the World Social Forum
(WSF).

Early childhood education is not a luxury

By Roseleen Nzioka

The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 26 (1) states that everyone
has the right to education. Yet the reality on the ground tells a different story. There are
900million illiterate people in the world today and one third of them are in India. While
some countries have implemented free primary education others have failed to provide
this basic service.
Speaking at a forum on the provision of high quality early childhood education, educa-
tion expert Peter Hesse decried the lack of emphasis on education at the foundation
level.
Mr Hesse said scientific research had proved that education at 0 — 6 years was crucial
for learning, yet more emphasis was given to primary and secondary school education.
He advocated for the inclusion of pre school learning in national plans for free edu-
cation.
Mr Hesse said one of the most successful methods of learning at the foundation stages
is the Montessori school system which incorporates all cultures including nomadic
communities. The problem, Mr Hesse said was that there was no political will to recog-
nise the importance of early childhood education.
“We have to demand politically that this level of education is made a priority especial-
ly for the poor who often have no firm foundation for learning and thus perpetuate
poverty in their families and communities.
Mr Hesse said early childhood education was considered a luxury in many parts of the
world yet this was a start for life long learning. It was because of this mentality he said
that early childhood education facilities are found in private owned institutions which
charge high fees only affordable to the wealthy.
Mr Hesse said the situation may change in Africa following a meeting of over 500 edu-
cators from Africa last year who officially recognised early childhood education as a pri-
ority area in the education systems.
Speaking at a different forum, a representative from Undugu Society of Kenya, an NGO
that provides education and skills to disadvantaged boys, said his organisation offers
alternative education to the poor boys. He said the boys receive a mix of academic and
vocational education, This he said is provided to boys aged 6 — 17 years. He said the
system is flexible as it allows students to learn at their own pace.

He was speaking during a panel discussion
entitled “reclaim our UN: let's build a global
movement to save and democratise the UN.”
His movement is present at the 7th WSF in
Nairobi to solicite proposals from the civil
society on how best to develop aglobal move-
ment to reform the UN. And some best sug-
gestions are coming from the least expected
corners of the world.

“The UN is a contradiction between democra-
cy and power. We need to relook at how these
two concepts are applied in the General
Assembly and the Security Council,” pro-
posed a participant from the US.

“Any changes to the UN should be redlitic
onesthat have avision,” echoed an Israeli del-
egate who claimed he went to jail for two
years for refusing to join the army.

However, Lotti is conscious that it is not
enough to criticise the UN, but that any merit
of change should be debated. He gave the
example that although the UN is failing a lot
of people (Sudanese), some others won't sur-
vive without it (Palestinians).

“But we believe this institution belongs to the
people and it has to serve the purpose of the
people,” he added.

Delegates also identified four “main prob-
lems” of the world that any longterm changes
at the UN should take into serious considera-
tion. They are; climate change, marginalisa-
tion of people, competition over resources and
militarism.

“If the Civil Society works together, it can
bring the UN back to its original charter and
mission, so as to make it into something we
can all see ourselves into,” suggested another
participant from the US,

WSF delegates are being invited to participant
in the 7th Assembly of the peoples’ UN from
1st to 7th October in Perugia, Italy.

Views expressed from the World Social Forum

Compiled by Brenda Zulu

Hellen Masihioi Kina — Masai Education
Discovery

We are very grateful to have participat-
ed in the forum as we have had a lot of
people pass through our stand where
we are selling Masai products. We will
use the money to pay for school fees
for our girl children. The forum has also
helped us network with other organisa-
tions like the Canadian Union of Public
Employees.

Gibert Rodrigo- India
“Say No to Coca Cola in the World
Social Forum (WSF)". | am demanding
for the removal of the Coca Cola prod-
ucts outside the campus of the forum.
Coca cola is taking the local water and
polluting underground water and it has
also left many people unemployed
because the small soft drinks industry
had to close down because of the Coca
cola Industry.
Latin America has held it three times |
Sara Longwe- Africa Social Forum Gender guess it is an addictive process.
Focal point

It is too expensive for Africans to move
from one region to another. We used
the Caravan but even this did not work
properly. The World Social Forum
(WSF) is about grabbing power from
the center to the periphery.

Frineia Rezende- Brazil

This was a great opportunity to under-
stand the social and economic policies
of Kenya. The most important was its
capacity to connect people from all
over the world.

Ben Cramer- France

The forum is good. If | compare it with
the first one in Brazil, it has really
improved a lot. People here are talk-
ing more about security and peace
and it has been good to find out that
we have same proposed solutions for
countries such as Zimbabwe, Nepal,
and Palestine.

WSF ROUND UP

Call for an end to US policies of war

The Grassroot Global Justice, an alliance
of US based grassroots groups are call-
ing on the United States government to
end its policies of war at home and
abroad. GGJ. a delegation of 77 people
from the USA says it opposes the US poli-
cies of militarism, the ongoing war in Iraq,
the forcing of Free Trade Agreements on
developing nations and the intervention to
suppress popular movements and in the
internal affairs of other countries.

Supporting the Ogoni people

The Movement for the survival of the
Ogoni People (MOSOP) is at the WSF
canvassing for support for the survival of
their community. The Ogoni ethnic
minotiry of the Niger Delta of Nigeria, is
one of, the about 250 groups, that make
up the Nigerian population. MOSOP is
seeking help in their struggle for the dis-
places Ogoni Asylum Seekers in Ouidah,
Benin. Online information are available at
HYPERLINK"http://www.ogoniforum.org.z
a/"www.ogoniforum.org.za

Campaign

Indeginous communities around the world
are being invited to share their experience
about ecotourism in a new online survey.
Organisers say they want to raise aware-
ness among tourists, ecotourists and the
tourism industry of the acute challenges
faced by indeginous people. Although
there are numerous merits of ecotourism
as it is currently practiced, there are still a
number of challenges. details are avail-
able at HYPERLINK
"http://www.minorityrights.org/Trouble_in_
Paradise"http://www.minorityrights.org/Tr
ouble_in_Paradise

Storytelling

The ongoing struggle of women from var-
ious ethnic and religious groups, is being
show cased at WSF through the Festival
of women's stories of struggles and hero-
ism. The event is hosted by Peace for
Life, which organisers say is a people's
movement that uses the poer of faith and
spirituality in the struggle for social justice
and peace.

Compiled by Gervais J. Henrie



