'WSF IN
AFRICANOT A
MIRACLE’

By Lyndon Ponnie

The importance of Africa hosting
the 2007 World Social Forum was
again emphasized yesterday.
Organizers said it is only from the
continent of Africa that another
world can be made possible as
they allude to the objectives of
WSF.

Speaking at a joint press confer-
ence yesterday, Moeda Miranda,
Oduor Ongwen, Taoufik Ben
Abdallah and Edward Oyugi said
following several years of
exploitation, a new world emerge
could only emerge from the
African continent.

“Our being here on this continent
is not a miracle, but a result of a
long time consultations and deep
hard work” said Moeda Miranda
from Brazil as she extolled the
virtues of the presence of the
world on African continent.

But in order to bridge gaps she
called for a South-South dialogue
and engagement with the North.
According to her, social groups
need to engage each other more
regularly and globalise their
efforts as she emphasises that
the hosting of the WSF in Africa
has began to show another possi-
ble world.

“It is not all well, but we are better
and much stronger than five years
ago. The hosting of the forum in
Africa will help Africa change
itself”.

Taoufik Ben Abdallah,
Coordinator of the Secretariat of
the Organizing Committee of the
African Social Forum said, the
hosting of the WSF in Africa is the
most important event since the
1950s and 60s.

He said expectations are many
but that a large group of Africans
from around the world assem-
bling at one venue for the first
time is both memorable and beau-
tiful and part of a social process
for unity on the continent.

The African Social Forum is not
only committed to hosting the
WSF, but wants to succeed in the
organization of this world event
he explained. “We Africans want
to reinforce our voices because
we are suffering on the continent.
The forum is a way of telling our
governments that they can not
make decision on the develop-
ment of the continent without the
input of the people who are affect-
ed by their decisions”.

Mr. Abdallah called for resistance
against outside forces wishing to
control the resources lives of the
people so Africans could control
their lives and destinies.

Mr. Abdallah said the forum would
enable outsiders to share experi-
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By Gervais J. Henrie and Joan Wangui

The state of access to HIV/AIDS treat-
ment in Africa is akin to a “bundle of
mess’, panelists have said.

Sharing experiences at one of the discus-
sions at the on-going WSF participants from
across the continent; from Lesotho to
Nigeria and Kenya to Ghana, described the
situation as one big vicious circle.

“Africas problem lies in its lack of infra
structure,” said a Dutch participant, work-
ing on a HIV awareness programme in
Lesotho. “Infrastructure affects the issue in
its entity,” she added.

Participants were reminded that most
African governments had actually signed
the Abuja Declaration in April 2000, declar-
ing that “AIDS is a state of emergency on
the continent.” and pledging “to place the
fight against HIV/AIDS at the forefront and
as the highest priority issue in our respec-
tive national development plans.”

Yet seven years on complaints about the
lack of human, material and financia
resources required to provide care and sup-
port and quality treatment to those affected
by HIV/AIDS have persisted.

“What we have come hereto do is not busi-
ness as usua. If our governments have

signed the declaration, we can take them to
court for failing to honour their pledge,” an
AIDS activist from Swaziland suggested.
The panel agreed that the problem lies with
the monitoring of the Universa Access
2010: AIDS treatment for al programme,
initiated by the United Nations. The pledge
was endorsed by al Member States in
September 2005 to commit themselves to:
"Developing and implementing a package
for HIV prevention, treatment and care with
the aim of coming as close as possibleto the
goa of universal access to treatment by
2010 for al those who need it."

An estimated 39.5 million people were liv-
ing with HIV at the end of 2006. Someone
who is infected with HIV is likely to ulti-
mately become sick with AIDS, but could
have a prolonged life if treated with anti-
retroviral (ARV) medication. their life can
be prolonged, often for many years.

As of June 2006, only 1.65 million people
living with HIV in low- and middle-income
countries (onein four) were accessing ARV.
Amidst the gloomy picture fears are equally
being expressed that stigmatization at health
centers could exacerbate the problem.
Reports say that People Living with
HIV/AIDS - PLWHA are sometimes not
allowed to mingle with other patients out of

fear that they might infect them while some
nurses display open contempt because after
all, they ‘will eventualy di€'.

One Mildred Akinyi, a Kenyan woman liv-
ing with HIV/Aids cites her experience as
an n example.

“My own husband and children have run
away from me since | contacted the virus
five years ago. They have literaly alienated
themselves from me and consider me a
moving skeleton. Wherever | was feeling
weak and ask my husband to help me bring
my ARV medication, he would not even
touch them, for fear that he would contract
the disease”.

Akinyi is amiddle aged woman who comes
from Nyanza province in Kenya but has
refused to be cocooned in the world of stig-
ma. Despite her challenges, she still edu
cates her community on the need to
embrace those living with the disease. With
her slogan, today is me, tomorrow is you,
she cautions that the virus doesn't choose
and can hit anyone anytime.

Lorna Dawo, a trainer of trainers working
with the Network of Women Living with
Aids in Kenya (NEPHAK) attributes the
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Afro-Asia

By Glory Mushinge

Representatives from different social
movements in Africa and Asia are using
the WSF to discuss ways in which they
could intensify their intervention in the
fight against imperialism by acting in a
collective manner.

The discussion which will lead to the pres-
entation of an Afro-Asia solidarity Charter
on the rights of the people is also aresult of
the pre-WSF discussions that were held in
2004, in New Delhi, India, before the India
WSF. It is based on the belief that al poor
people whether they live in Asia or Africa
have the same basic needs.

There is a consensus that the solidarity
would enable easy and efficient fight of
imperialism perpetrated by countries from
the North, such as America and Europe
through such programes as the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank,
among others.

At the on-going WSF a number of presenta
tions have been made highlighting the
advantages that lay in the solidarity with
activists such as Taoulfik Ben Abdallah
from the Africa Social Forum (ASF) saying
the process was a historical necessity which
could help the two continents make the new
world that is being aspired for, possible.
“This should be seen beyond relationships
that exist among other NGO's. We need to
work together in order to make the world
that we are looking for possible,” he said,
adding that there was a need for the recon

Reconstruct

solidarity

struction of the Asia-Africa solidarity in
order to defeat the empire of neo-liberalism.
And chair of The World Forum for
Alternatives, Samir Amin said there was a
need to reconstruct the Afro-Asia solidarity
in order to become the maor factor of
change in the world. He said it required the
radicalisation of socia struggles and the
democratisation of associations with social
purposes.

The challenges that lie ahead are many as
the two continents get together. As much as
they are al agreed that their issues are sim-
ilar, there is need for serious reflection in
the way things are and have been handled.
Some of the countries from this alliance,
especialy the Asia community are them-
selves perpetrators of theills they are fight-
ing against and countries such asthe onesin
Africa are their victims, observers have
said.

An example, amongst many is the wrangle
that is currently till unresolved between
Pakistan and Kenya where the two coun-
tries’ trade relations are on the rocks over
the disagreement in the export of basmati
rice to Kenya by Pakistan and the export of
teato Pakistan by Kenya.

The confusion erupted when the Kenyan
Bureau of standards certified the rice that
had been exported to Kenya as unhealthy
and the Kenyan government refused to buy
it. This irked the Pakistanis who in turn
resolved not to buy Kenyan tea, which hap-
pens to be the country’s major export to
Pakistan.
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RELIGION GROUPS REJECT

WATER PRIVATISATION

By Salamatu L. Turay

'It's time to use the pulpit to send a strong message to the 'unholy trinity' of the
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the World Trade Organisation
that the people of Africa do not need water privatisation”.

These were the exact words of Prof. Jessie Mugaubi of Christian Centre at the
WSF as Faith based Organisations gathered to discuss their role in water pri-
vatisation and climate change in Africa.

He said the pulpit is very strong medium to send a message to the international
community that African people do not need water privatisation.

He reminded religious organizations that they can do a lot on the issue of water
privatisation and climate change and advised them not to allow the international

™

community to decide the
fate of Africa. In addition
he said that privatising
water is not much of an
issue but the commerciali-
sation of basic necessities
of life. “The biggest crime
is to deny people water
because it is life”, he said
to warm applause.
Gaimuebertus Wocau's of
Norwegian council of
churches called on church
leaders to lobby their gov-
ernments to refuse the
policies of IMF and World
Bank on water privatisa-
tion in the interest of the
people. “Say no to IMF and

World Bank policies and yes to the people's policies” he stressed.

Wocau also called on the leaders to organise themselves by building networks
and in so doing, the international community will listen to a force rather than indi-
viduals.

Grace Akungu of Catholic Women Network and other participants including chil-
dren equally decried water privatisation in Africa.

Simon Wachira cited the example of his village, Nyeri here in Kenya, whose
water was privatised three years ago. According to him, the people did not know
that they were paying for a huge loan which the water company borrowed from
Germany for the exercise. The loan is without interest and showed that the peo-

ple are enslaved to Germany.

Access and stigma

From Page 1

risein stigmato lack of awareness. She says
African governments need to prioritize the
training in the areas of stigma and discrimi-
nation from national levels, work places
down to the grassroots.

In Kenya for instance, there are only 19
trainers on stigma in the whole country.
These trainers cannot handle the huge work-
load of training everyone in the whole
country. Even those who have adequate
training still refuse to apply it when dealing
with PLWHAS. In the work place, the situa-
tion is not any promising; employers con-
tinue to stigmatize the sick and even termi-

nate their duties prematurely. They cannot
access any employment benefits let alone
get promotions.

Demonstrators carrying placards dubbed
'‘Another world is possible without Aids' are
furious with their governments for ignoring
the pleas of those living with the disease.
One of their grievances is also centered on
accessto ARV treatment. They decry imbal-
ances in the distribution and quality of
drugs, saying that some hospitals offer sub-
standard ARVs and this is a detriment to
their already threatened health.

Others want CD4 count test to be offered
free of charge or be reduced to affordable
levels.

WSF IN AFRICANOT A MIRACLE’

From Page 1

ences with their African brothers and
sisters while finding a new direction
for the world.

Prof. Edward Oyugi, the Kenyan
Coordinator disclosed that the
Kenyan Government was adequately

I "o about the hosting of the

WSF in Nairobi and even though had
not contributed any money for t have
provided security and other services
to make the gathering successful.

Alluding to the objectives of the
forum, he said diversities are crucial
to the development of strong part-
nerships and must be tied to a com-
mon agenda to take on the North.
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By Emrakeb Asefa

“I will take lands from the Maasai tomor-
row for farms. | will take it from any
nomads that can't use it and those won't
keep it from those who could,” said a
white colonialist by the name of Lord
Delemart in 1929. That outright overtak-

ing of lands by the moneyed few still
holds true today. Though over four
decades has passed since the White
Man's rule has ended, the Massai are still
dispossessed of their lands. Curiously,
many are quick to hype about how the
Maasai are the custodians of Kenya's
rich wildlife, yet the benefits rarely trick -

le to them.

According to Kenny Matampash, Executive
Director of Neighbors Initiatives Alliance,
an NGO working for the land rights of the
Maasai, “Pastoralism is under siege, threat
ening the livelihoods of Maasai where the
concept of private ownership has always
been an alien concept.” Over 60 percent of
the wildlife many are enjoying in the safari
lands of Nairobi used to be part of the
Maasai land, he explained.

He was speaking here in Nairobi during
livelihoods workshop at WSF 22nd January
2007 titled the struggle for land rights and
livelihoods in India, Ethiopia, Kenya and
Tanzania.

“Since 1990s, land policies have been
implemented that have become suicides for
the Maasai culture, traditions and way of
life,” Matampash said, warning that without
any protection from the government and

WSF ROUND

A way of life

Delegates at the 7th WSF have a
chance to learn what democracy is. MS
Uganda has set up a stall at the Moi
International Sports Centre to promote
civic education programme. Democracy
as a way of life, teaches personal
responsibility, fairness, tolerance, self-
lessness and which role you can play in
developing your society, by relating to
your family, friends, neighbours and
opponents.

Language rights

“Every individuals, nations or countries
have the rights to use their mother
tongue freely” This is a message from
the France's based organisation LPLL
(Liberte Pour Les Langues). The organ-
isation is angered by the fact that
English is now linguistically dominating
the world, although it is the mother
tongue of only 7% of the earth's popula-
tion. LPLL says this domination has now
translated into cultural, economic and
political dominance.

Networking for a better world

Freedom of expression and the right to
information are closely linked with the
exercise of human rights. This is the key
message the World Association of
Community Radio Broadcasters want to
communicate with participants at the
WSF. The Association is presenting the
results of a global evaluation process on
the social impact of community radio to
reinforce the role of communications in
development and in the struggle for a
better world.

Cinema

A series of documentary films from
Ethiopia, Brazil, Afghanistan and
Europe are being shown at WSF.
Participants can view the “Docs Against
Poverty (Reality in the Picture)” at the
gymnasium.

United we win

Invitations are now open for WSF fol-
lowers who wish to attend the 3rd
Americas Social Forum in Guatemala in
2008. The invitations are particularly
directed to African activists, since the
continent and the Americas are united
by their history and culture. Organisers
say the forum will be an opportunity to
build solidarity through the creation of
alternatives.

Compiled by Gervais J. Henrie

TWISTS 'N TURNS

Unfortunate ironies continue to domi-
nate side-events at the on-going WSF-.
While some youths stormed the com-
munication area of the Moi International
Sports Centre to complain about
exploitation, a Brazilian Cameraman,
David Pacohae who was filming the
event lost money and credit card and
other documents to pick-pockets.

But they still presented their grievances
including” the high cost of telephony
and food. They were attended to by
Professor Oyugi on behalf of the organ-
ising committee.

- Salamatu L. Turay



