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Aps, 27 janvier - Lepré-
sident sénégalais Abdoulaye
Wade s est démarqué des mé-
thodes altermondialistes,
soulignants queleurs pratiques
«ne sont pas les notres».
«Noustenonsarentrer dansle
train de la mondialisation,
méme S nous restons dans le
dernier wagon. C' est mieux que
de le rater», a notamment dit
Abdoulaye Wade qui présidait,
jeudi dernier aDakar, I’ ouver-
ture delaConférence annuelle
de la Banque mondiale sur le
développement économique
dont le théme est «Croissance
économique et intégration».

Le président Wade a
qualifié desuicidaire et denon
sens le fait de ne pas étre dans
lamondialisation, gjoutant qu'il
faut étre dansletrain de celle-
ci et lutter pour changer les
choses. «<Noussommesdansla
mondialisation», a-t-il réaf-
firmé, non sans préciser qu’il
respecte la position des
atermondialistes. Le chef de
I’Etat sénégalais a, en outre,
affirmé que I’ Afrique est un
continent tres en retard du
point de vue du dévelop-
pement et de la croissance,
soulignant que «les pays
dével oppés ne considerent pas
toujours que ce qui est bon
pour eux est bon pour nous».

Selon AbdoulayeWade, le
débat sur I’arbitrage entre la
croissance et la lutte contre la
pauvretédoit étre évacuée. Il a
estiméqu’il y aune confusion

Abdoulaye Wade
anti-altermondialiste

extraordinaire et que «c'est la
croissance qui doit générer les
revenus pour combattre la
pauvreté et non |'inverse».
Abdoulaye Wade a expliqué
gue ces deux objectifs de-
vraient étre menés en méme
temps, soulignant, a ce propos,
gue «la croissance doit étre
financée par nospropresefforts
et par I'aide inter-nationale».
Toutefais, art-il poursuivi, I aide
internationale a engendré la
dette et, a ce propos, il préfere
parler de désendettement de
I’Afrique  plutét  que
d effacement deladette.

Abordant levolet intégra-
tion, il aindiqué que c’est une
perspective del’ Afrique, avant
d’indiquer quele Nouveau par-
tenariat pour |e dével oppement
del’ Afrique (Nepad) est unins-
trument d'intégration, parceque
fondésur larationalitérégionae
et continentale.

LeNepad ne concerne que
des projets régionaux a encore
dit Me Wade, selon qui, pour
réusssir |’intégration du
continent, les pays africains
doivent dével opper les secteurs
du Nepad. Il acitéacet effet un
certain nombre de projets
intégrateurs du Nepad, comme
la route Dakar-Casablanca,
Alger-Bamako, |’axe Dakar-
Djibouti, les barrages supplé-
mentaires comme celui de Ma-
nantali sur le Fleuve Sénégal et
lechemin defer sur laGambie.

(Source : Agence de
presse sénégalaise)
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Flamme d’Afrique-Flame of
Africa, um ano depois

ACCORDS DE PARTENARIATS ECONOMIQUES

Rejet d’'un marche de dupes

Lancéeal usakaen décem-
bre, lors du dernier Forum social
africain, lacampagne contrelesac-
cordsdepartenariat Ue/Acp rebon-
dit aPorto Alegre. Desdélégués
africainssesont retrouvéshier avec
leurs collégues des autres conti-
nents pour faire le point, un mois
apres. Larencontreaains permis
de disséquer ces accords pour en
mettre enrelief lesimpacts néga-
tifs sur les économies des pays
d’ Afrique, des Caraibes et du Pa-
cifique. Le principal grief, ¢’ est
qu'ilsprivilégient ladimension éco-
nomiquedans|ecadredu partena-
riat, au détriment du social. Pire,
ilsmettent arude épreuveleséco-
nomies des pays Acp en les sou-
mettant aune compétitioninégale.

«Ce sont des accords préfé-
rentiels qui poussent en quelque
sorte les Acp a donner la préfé-
rence, danslacirculationdeleurs
produits, al’ Union européenne. Ce
qui limitelesopportunitésqu’ elles
peuvent avoir al’ échelleinterna-
tionale. C’ est une dépendance qui
est basée sur deslienshistoriques
et C' et justement celaqui estremis
encause. L histoireévolueet I’ Afri-
que aussi a besoin de bétir plus
librement sur labase deliensplus
équitableset d’ égalepartie», mar-
telele SénégaaisAbdou SdamFall,
du Réseau intercontinental de la
promotion del’ économie sociale
solidaire.

Dans la méme veine, plu-
sieurs participants ont insisté sur
lanécessité derompreavec cesac-
cordsqui confinent les producteurs
des pays Acp dans une situation

dedépendancevis-avisdel’Union
européenne. «l| faut lutter contre
cesaccords, parcequelesAcp ne
sont pasdu tout préparésaouvrir
leursmarchésalacompétitionin-
ternationale, alaconcurrenceavec
I”Union européenne. Jusgu’ a pré-
sent, lescapacitésd offresdespro-
ducteurs africains sont tréslimi-
tées. Nos économies ne sont pas
encorea niveau pour pouvoir met-
tre sur le marché européen des
produitsqui répondent aux normes
€t aux préférences européennes»,
souligneledé éguéBéninocisAuré-
lienAtidegla, qui déplorelesme-
sures sanitaires et phytosanitaires
imposees aux produits en prove-
nancedespaysAcp. Et d' gjouter :
«Méme si les capacités d’ offres
sont améliorées, I’Union euro-
péenneimpose des nor mes extra-
vagantes, pratiguement impossi-
bles & respecter par les produc-
teursafricains. Ces normesobli-
gent les entreprises africaines a
faire face a ce qu’on appelle la
tracahilité desproduits. Cesont des
obligationsqui dépassent non seu-
lement lesquestionsde qualité, et
portent sur desquestionsliéesala
présence de produits présumés
toxiques, dedérivésde pesticides.
Or quel producteur africain esten
mesurederespecter toutescescon-
ditions», s'interroge-t-il ?

L estaresdesaccords

Au-delg, il se pose aussi la
question de zonesdelibres échan-
ges qui suppriment de facto les
barriéres douaniéres existantes,

danslecadredelacirculation des
produits. Une perspective qui ne
manquerait pasd’ hypothéquer les
ressources des pays Acp. «Avoir
deszonesdelibreéchanges, ¢’ est
supprimer lesbarriéresdouanie-
resqui sont les principales sour-
ces de recettes fiscales pour nos
Etats. La conséquence, ' est que
nosEtatsn’auront pluslesmoyens
nécessairespour fairefaceaux ser-
vicespublics, surtout entermede
santé et d’ éducation. Celavaen-
trainer descrisessociales, parce
gue désormais nos Etats seront
dépouilléset incapables de subve-
nir aux besoins des populations»,
avertitAurdlienAtidegla.
Cestares portées par lesac-
cordsactuels ont été relevées par
desétudesd impact effectuésdans
les pays africains. Et d’ aprés M.
Atidegla, «il n'y a pas une seule
étude qui a fait ressortir que les
accordsde partenariat économi-
queAcp/Ueont deseffetspositifs».
Devant ce constat d échec, les
altermondialistes préconisent en
lieu et place des accords existants,
desaccordsde partenariat pour le
développement. «Nous pensons
guele commerce doit étre misau
service du dével oppement. Pour ce
faire, il faut créer les conditions
nécessairespour que ce Ccommerce
serve véritablement le dével oppe-
ment. Et pour cela, il faut nécessai-
rement la mise a niveau des éco-
nomies, il faut développer lesin-
frastructures, lesmoyensde com-
munications. |1 y a beaucoup con-
ditionsa réunir avant la mise en

(Suitepage3)
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Diplomatie et jeux de puissance en Afrique

Foi no Férum Social Mundial de Mumbai, em Janeiro de 2004, que
estejornal foi langado. O objectivo de Flamme d¢Afriaue-Flame of
Africa era dar mais visibilidade a participacéo africana nesses
encontros, facilitar aexpressdo e partilhar asideias desenvolvidas
pelos africanos, seus valores e suas expectativas dentro do slogan
“um outro mundo é possivel”.

Este quotidiano, que circulaapenas por ocasi&o dosforas, faz aqui
a sua quarta experiéncia. Apés Mumbai, o Chama da Africa
acompanhou 0 1° Férum Socia socia daAfricade Oesterealizado
em Conakry (Guiné) de 28 a 30 de Novembro 2004. Em Lusaka,
durante o 3° Fésum social africano, que decorreu entre 10 e 14 de
Dezembro, fez-se mais uma edicdo deste jornal. Este 52 FSM é,
portanto, a quarta etapa de uma experiéncia que completa agora
um ano deexisténcia.

A iniciativa de animar este jornal resulta de uma parceria entre
Enda Tiers-monde, I nstituto Panos da Africado Oeste e Mulheres
pelaMudanga. Paral elamente a0 acompanhamento da participacdo
africananos FSM, traduz umavontade de aumentar o trabalho dos
m idias e as comunicagles para reforcar 0os movimentos sociais
africanos, assegurando uma maior difusdo das ideias e das
perspetivas que se-vao_surgindo. as que compdem a
redacdo do Flamme d"Afrique-Fl avém de diferentes
paises africanos. A par do jornal, elps f a cobertura do FSM
para melhor informar 0 publico african és de outros canais
(listas de difusdo ejornaison line).

Rédaction francaise, lusophone et anglaise

Comité éditorial : Taoufik Ben Abdallah, Diana Senghor;
Thomas Deve (thomasdeve@yahoo.co.uk) - Coordinateur : Tidiane
Kassé — Rédaction : Hippolyte Djiwan, Ousseini Issa , Vladimir Monteiro,
Souleymane Niang, Constang¢a de Pina, Diana Mulilo, Glory Mushinge,
Console Tleane, Viriato Tamele - Montage : Noma Camara.

Contact : tkasse@panos-ao.org

La question de la primauté des intéréts
politiques et économiques des pays du Nord
dans la coopération avec les pays du Sud est
trés récurrente et se traduit par la dépendance
politique, économique et sociae de ces der-
niers, avec des impacts trés négatifs sur leur
développement. D’ oll la nécessité de faire une
analyse de la situation pour envisager des
aternatives indispensables pour promouvoir
une véritable coopération Nord — Sud.

Dans cette démarche, on peut partir de
guelques constats principaux :

- les relations économiques et commer-
ciales au niveau international sont gérées sur
la base de contrats et de conventions de dif-
férentes natures, aux plans bilatéral et multi-
|atéral ;

- ces contrats/outils sont congus sans,
ou (dans le meilleur des cas) avec la partici-
pation insuffisante et inéquitable des pays
Africains. Si bien que leurs négociations se
font au détriment des intéréts de ces pays;

- on assiste de plus en plus a des con-
flits inter-Etats (entre les pays du Nord et
ceux du Sud ou entre groupes de pays de ces
deux parties) dans lesquels les rapports de
force sont trés inégaux ;

- il y a beaucoup de cas et d’ exemples
dans lesquels I'interprétation, voire la mise
en ceuvre d’accords bilatéraux et multilaté-
raux ont entrainé des difficultésréelles de coo-
pération (pressions sur les pays africains in-

dividuellement, sanctions unilatérales par les
pays du Nord, etc.) dont les conséquences
se font sentir aussi bien dans la sphére éco-
nomique que dans les sphéres politique et
sociale; ce qui ouvre la voie a une compéti-
tion entre ces puissances elles-mémes sur le
continent africain ;

Face a une telle situation, la question se
pose de savoir comment faire pour promou-
VOir une coopération politique effective, qui
se fonde sur un véritable dialogue politique
et une concertation avec toutes les parties
prenantes. |l est désormais clair que la so-
ciété civile et les mouvements sociaux afri-
cains doivent s approprier, dans un élan ci-
toyen, tous les enjeux liés aux différentes né-
gociations en cours ou a venir, pour soutenir
et au besoin influencer, aux niveaux national,
sous-régional et africains, les positions de
leurs pays, régions et continent afin que la
diplomatie soit plus efficace.

Les parlements nationaux, régionaux et
africains ont également un grand réle a jouer,
surtout en ce qui concerne I’ éveil et I atten-
tion nécessaires & accorder aux différentes
lois et textes avant leur ratification. Enfin, un
jeu de solidarité sud-sud et nord-sud ainsi
que le renforcement des capacités des acteurs
de la sphére sociale sont indispensables pour
renverser la tendance et permettre aux pays
africains de sortir du joug des puissances du
Nord. Aurélien ATIDEGLA
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MODE ALTERNATIF D’EDUCATION

«Lesillettrésdedemainne
sont pas ceux qui ne savent pas
lire et écrire. Mais ceux qui ne
savent pas apprendre, désap-
prendre et réapprendre». Cette
réflexion résume en grande par-
tiele débat qui s est posé hier
au cour de I'atelier sur la no-
tion de «désapprendre». Animé
par les membres du Réseau
d’ organisations dans e monde
travaillant pour I’ émergence
des visions alternatives et di-
verses d’ éducation et d'ap-
prentissage (Learning
Societies), lethéme de cet ate-
lier peut paraitre paradoxal.
Dans un monde ou I” heure est
a I’accumulation du savoir,
pourquoi désapprendre ?

Animatrice du réseau
Learning Societies, I’ Indienne
Sheela Pimpare confie que
« |"homme doit pouvoir se dé-
barrasser des certitudes acqui-
ses et valoriser le potentiel de

connaissances innées en lui».
En d autres termes, «l’école
n'est pas I’ unique voie de sa-
lut, comme on le fait croire. I
existe beaucoup d’ apprentis-
sages qui ont lieu ou qui se
déroulent en dehors de
I’ école». Et Mme Pimpare de
s'interroger : «L’enfant qui
abandonne les classes est-il
irrécupérable ? N'est-il pas
possible de |I'accompagner
dans un processus d' appren-
tissage ? Doit-on croirequ’ un
enfant est irrécupérable parce
qu'il refused aller al’ écoleet
I'y conduiremanumilitari ? Le
jeunejoueur defootball qui n’'a
jamais mis les pieds a |’ école
ne fait-il pas des mathémati-
ques sur le terrain de foot-
ball ?»

Pour mieux faire apprénen-
der cette «notion alternative»
dusavoir, I'atelier deLearning
Societies a alterné discussions

et expériencespratiques. Aing,
chaque est alléfaire un tour sur
le site du forum durant une
quinzaine de minutes, pour ob-
server. Au retour, chacun a
rendu compte. A travers ces
restitutions, il est ressorti que
chaque participant avait des
informations différentes les
unes desautres, résultant d' ob-
servations individuelles opé-
rées sur un méme espace. Con-
clusion tirée de I’ expérience:
un leader n’est pas indispen-
sable pour faire avancer lacom-
munauté et chacun est assez
doué, assez conscient, assez
responsable pour prendre des
initiatives au profit de la com-
munauté.

Des«savants
communautair es»

La notion de désappren-
dre demande ainsi un effort

PRESSE

BRASIL DE FATO

Un autre regard sur I'Afrique

Paulo Limaest éditeur al’hebdomadaireBrasil
de Fato (www.brasildefato.com.br), I'un desrares
journaux brésiliensa consacrer unepageentierea

I’ Afrique.

Sur ladouzaine de pages
publiées en moyenne, votre
journal Brasil deFato en con-
sacreuneentiereau continent
africain. Quelles sont lesrai-
sonsdecechoix ?

LeBrésil aladeuxiémepo-
pulation noire dans le monde
apres le Nigeria (environ 40%

de la population totale). En
consacrant une page par se-
maineal’ Afrique, nousaidons
tous les Brésiliens et pas seu-
lement les Afro-brésiliens a
découvrir nosracines qui sont
|&-bas. Maisattention, nous ne
parlonspasdel’ Afrique de ma-
nierefolklorique, avec lestam-

bours ou les grands espaces.
Nous parlons des mouvements
sociaux, desluttesdel’ Afrique
pour se libérer du capital, des
multinationales et de la dette.
Nous parlons de I’ Afrique qui
S organise en mémetemps que
nous montrons que certainesde
ses luttes, telles que la ques-
tion de I’eau ou des aliments
génétiguement modifiés, con-
cernent le Brésil également. En
clair, nous voulons montrer
I” Afrique méconnue. Pour cela,
nous voulons établir des liens
avec des journalistes africains
sur place, pour qu’ils puissent
occuper cette page.

Depuisquand existevotre
journal ?

Brasil deFatoest néil y a
deux ans pour donner laparole
atous ceux qui sont exclus des
grands médias, |e plus souvent
control és par desfamilles. No-
tre rédaction est & Sao Paulo ?
mais NoUs avons un réseau de
collaborateurs dans tout le
pays, comprenant desintellec-
tuelscélébres, desmembresdes
communautés noires, des gens
qui militent dans les mouve-
ments de libération aussi bien
dans les régions rurales que
dans les zones urbaines.

V..MONTEIRO

(Suitedela page?2)

encore», estimeAtidegla

aavre de ces accords mais qui ne le sont pas

Mais encore faut-il parvenir aconvaincre
les gouvernants des pays Acp arenoncer aces
accords. C' est acetravail qu’ Abdou Salam Fall
invitelasociétéciviledespaysAcp : «l| faut con-
vaincrelesgouvernantset les peuplesafricains
del’intérét de batir des accords de partenariat

Rejet d'un marché de dupes

sur la base de nosintérétspropres. Lesdisposi-
tifsdesaccordsactuel s ne nous sont pasfavora-
ble. Doncil s agit dedémontrer techniquement
lesmodalitésqui peuvent nous permettredefaire
autrement et ensuite politiquement, de démontrer
I’ ouverture que nous, nous avonsintérét a négo-
cier aveclemonde, et privilégier enparticulier la
protection de certainesfiliéresagricoles», souli-

gneM. Fall

QOusseini Issa

BT
Apprendre, desapprendre [ r*éapprendre
= /)

........

Il Ny a pas que I’école qui dispense le savoir. Le milieu social
est aussi un lieu d’apprentissage.

pour «se débarrasser des cer-
titudes acquises, des notions
figées, ancréesdanslesesprits
par les ingtitutions et qui em-
péchent de se frayer d autres
modes alternatifs d’ apprentis-
sage et de développement».
Au Bénin par exemple,
I’ Eglisecatholiquefait dgal’ ex-
périence «des savants commu-
nautaires». |l s agit desperson-

nesressourcesqui n’ont jamais
mislespiedsal’ école, maisqui
font des réflexions pour la
bonne marche de la commu-
nauté chrétienne.

Cette expérience semble
rejoindre celle de Learning
Societies, comme modes alter-
natifs de savoir et d’ apprentis-
sage.

Hippolyte Daiwan

MOUVEMENTS SOCIAUX
ET CITOYENNETES

Les travailleuses du sexe
exigent des droits

Danslasalle n°B 204 ? cet
aprés-midi de samedi 29 janvier
2005, |"ambiance est particu-
liere. Les femmes dominent de
loin quelques rares hommes
éparpillés dans la tente qui
abrite I’ atelier sur le theme
«Construire la citoyenneté :
I’ expérience du réseau brésilien
des professionnels du sexe».
Profitant du Forum social mon-
dial, les différentes associa-
tions de travailleuses du sexe
du Brésil, regroupés en réseau,
se sont donné rendez-vous
pour réfléchir sur des stratégies
pour mieux intégrer la société.

A I’entrée, une jeune fille
des documents dans lesquels
sont glissés deux préservatifs.
A I'intérieur, des acclamations
accompagnant les réponses
des animateurs. «Nous sommes
des citoyens comme tous les
autres. Nous avons des droits.
Nous voulons étre prises en
compte par la politique géné-
rale de la société. Nous disons
non a la discrimination», dé-
clame une femme. Carmen
Lucia Paz, secrétaire de |’ asso-
ciation «Nucleo de Estudos da
Prostituicao» confirme : «La
prostitution est une réalité so-

ciale qui fait partie intégrante
de la société brésilienne. \oila
pourquoi les professionnelles
du Brésil du sexe se sont re-
trouvés en atelier pour parler
de leurs problémes». Ce que
nous souhaitons, a coté des
autres couches sociales, dé-
clare-t-elle, «c'est la solidarité,
I’intégration sociale de toutes
les couches, le respect, I'éga-
lité devant la lai...»

A Porto Alegre, on compte
guelque douze mille travailleu-
ses du sexe, selon les chiffres
avancés par Carmen Lucia Paz.
Le réseau gqu'elles ont mis en
place leur permet de capitaliser
des acquis. Entre au-
tres, «d'exiger du ministére de
la Santé et de la Protection
sociale, ainsi que du Travail,
un regard attentif sur celles
qui exercent cette profession,
et qui se refusent d’étre des
marginalisées». Leur citoyen-
neté, ces professionnelles du
sexe |’expriment en travaillant
pour se sensibiliser et sensibi-
liser aussi les populations
pouur la prévention des mala-
dies sexuellement transmissi-
bles.

Hippolyte DJIWAN
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REUNION DU SMSI EN TUNISIE

Rencontre des
libertés en terre
de répression

La seconde phase du
Sommet mondia de la so-
ciété de I’'infomration
(Smsi) se tiendra a Tunis,
dans un contexte politique
jugé répressif, vis-a-vis des
organisations de défense
deslibertés, qui souléve des
inquiétude. En particulier
pour laliberté de la presse.
Hier, alorsqu’ élle participait
aun panel initié par I’ Asso-
ciation mondiale des radios
communautaires (Amarc)
sur le droit & la communi-
cation, Sihem Bensedrine,
journaliste et porte-parole
du Conseil des libertés en
Tunisie (Clt), a annoncé
gue le siége de son organi-
sation était bouclé par la
police et le permanent des
lieux empéché d accéder a
son bureau.

Déja la semaine der-
niére, I’ assemblée générale
du Clt avait étéinterdite par
les autorités. Pourtant,
I’ Afrique a soutenu la can-
didature tunisienne pour
abriter cette seconde phase
du Smsi, avec a ses cOtés
delaChine et d' autres pays
asiatiques, dans le cadre de
ce que Sihem Bensedrine
appelle «la solidarité des
dictatures contre les démo-
crates». La journaliste-mi-
litante aégalement lancé un
appel en faveur de son col-
legue Abdallah Zouari. Ce
dernier a entamé une gréve
de la faim depuis une di-
zaine de jours pour exiger
son droit a la circulation.
Alors qu'il vient de purger
onze ans de prisons, les
autorités tunisiennes |’ ont
assigné a résidence a plu-
sieurs centaines de kilome-
tres du lieu de résidence de
s a
famille.

De I’avis de Sihem
Bensedrine, le gouverne-
ment tunisien n'a d'intérét
dans la tenue du Smsi que
pour lavisibilité que I’ évé-
nement va donner au ré-
gime du président Ben Ali.
Une opinion appuyée par le
récit que Steve Buckley de
I’Amarc a fait de la pre-
miére réunion préparatoire
organisée a Hammamet
(Tunisie). Selon lui, le gou-
vernement tunisien a mo-
bilisé et massivement ap-

puyé des «Gongo's »
(Gover-nemental non-
governemental organiza-
tions). Ces structures ont
littéralement bloqué les dé-
bats par le biais de diffé-
rents stratagemes. Mme
Bensedrine renchérit que
«sur 8440 organisations
non gouvernementales of-
ficiellement reconnues en
Tunisie, seule une dizaine
sont véritablement indé-
pendants ; et parmi ces dix,
trés peu s occupent des li-
bertés civiles». Lors de la
Prepcom (conférence pré-
paratoire) de Hammamet,
seules trois organisations
indépendantes avaient été
accreditées par les autori-
tés.

Deplus, Tunisjouerait
la carte de la division entre
|es organisations africaines.
C'est ainsi, explique Sehim
Bensedrine, que le gouver-
nement ainvité des organi-
sations de I’ Afrique sub-
saharienne pour les mettre
en garde contre celles qui,
en Tunisie, sont soutenues
par des partenaires du
Nord. Selon I’argumentaire
de Tunis, cela constitue
une ingérence dans les af-
faires internes et une me-
nace pour la souveraineté
des pays du continent. Il
S'est trouvé des Africains
qui ont été sensibles a ce
discours et «qui se sont mis
contre nous», regrette Mme
Bensedrine. Pour elle, les
organisations africaines
doivent étre vigilantes et ne
pas se laisser prendre a la
politique de division du
pouvoir tunisien.

Au moment ou setient
ce Fsm, les organisations
africaines se réunissent a
Accra (Ghana), dans le ca-
dre de la préparation du
Smsi. Mais Sehim Bense-
drinen’ avoir étéinforméde
celagu’'il yaune dizaine de
jours. Et de conclure que
c’est une preuve supplé-
mentaire de la «ghettoi-
sation» des organisations
de défense des libertés en
Tunisie, mais surtout de la
nécessité de renforcer les
relations et les partenariats
de part et d’ autre du conti-
nent.

Souleymane NIANG

LT a Y

“As mulheres sdao o motor da economia africana”

e

Tribunal das mulheres no FSM
Romper com aconspiracao do siléncio

Mulheres e homens da
Africa e do Brasil apresentaram
na tarde de ontem, 29, as suas
experiéncias e iniciativas que
mostram que um outro mundo
é possivel e se rebelaram con-
tra o sistema de mercado, a
globalizacéo neo-liberal e o
capitalismo no decurso do “Tri-
bunal das mulheres’. Esta,
iniciativarealizada com sucesso
em Lusaka, Za&mbia, foi
importada pelo Secretariado do
Férum social mundial em Porto
Alegre e preconiza, essencial-
mente, romper com a cons-
piracéo do siléncio e dar voz as
mulheres de diferentes regifes
gue trazem a mesma marca: da
exclugdo a resisténcia.

Em representacdo do
instituto da mulher negra/
articulagdo de ongs de
mulheres negras brasileira,
Nilza Iraci abriu a sessdo desta
tarde fazendo votos para que o
eco da ‘Corte de mulheres
fosse ouvida no Territério So-
cial Mundial.E que, a seu ver,
expressbes como racismo,
dominacdo, sexismo, pobreza e
vulnerabilidade descrevem as
mulheres, sobretudo das
mulheres negras. Mas também
0 empoderamento, a resis-
téncia, a luta, as conquistas, 0s
avancgos, a teimosia. “Sao
termos que, via de regra,
tipificam ahistériadas mulheres
negras no mundo. N&o &, pais,

ARMAZENS DO CAIS DO PORTO EM PORTO ALEGRE

Arte e histéria de mao dadas

Se a historia da cidade de
Porto Alegre esté ligada ao seu
porto - foi por ali que chegaram os
primeiros povoadores, o0s
acorianos, africanos, italianos e
aemdes-, 0 aproveitamento do seu
monumental patrimdnio composto
por um conglomerado dearmazens,
em beneficio dacidade e dos porta-
alegrenses, era pois uma
consequéncianatural. Neste caso
em concreto, asautoridadesagiram
répido e hoje esse espaco, tantas
vezes ampliado e transformado,
escreve uma outra pagina da sua
histéria, Museu de Arte
Contemporénea, sem perder o
espirito de armazéns portuérios.

O Museu de Arte
Contemporaneaseinstalano cais
do porto em Fevereiro de 2004,
numacerimoniaacompanhadapor
mais de duas dezenas de artistas,
colaboradores, funcionérios e
amigos do museu, com uma
exposicéo colectivade artistas de
todo o estado de Rio Grande do
Sul. Esta era, segundo a entdo
directora do MAC-RS, uma
iniciativa, hAmuito esperada, que
consagra, definitivamente, as
aspiragdesdacomunidade. «<Somos
a cidade, somos Porto Alegre e,
portanto, somostambémaOrlado

Guaibae o Porto dosCasais. Como
cidaddossomoso lugar. O lugar da
Capital. Somos o Estado e somos
osvisitantes. Somos o Brasil eos
turistas. Amamos o Guaiba, aOrla,
o Porto, a Cidade. As pessoas
necessitam de espacosqudificados
edecontato com aagua, respirar a
brisa, sentir o vento, contemplar o
por do sol e se emocionar com a
luacheianasiluminadas noitesdo
Caisdo Porto».

Agua, luz, frioecalor, vento,
verdeear, siléncio, contemplagéo,
oracdo e meditacdo, por que negar
tudo isto a0 povo?Armazéns, Cais
eUsng, barcos, lanchase pescarias
por que ndo intensificar os seus
usos de forma integrada?
Artesanato, arte, cultura, misica,
praca de alimentac&o, design,
danca, teatro, exposicoes,
caminhadas, passeios, turismo,
economia e comércio, como
expressbes humanas, sao
indispensaveis para a cidade.
EmocgBes, sentimentos, sensacoes,
introspeccdo, reflexdo e acesso
democrético ao que € seu junto a
orla do mais emblemético rio da
cidade, junto ao cais, junto aos
espagos publicos, por que ndo
permitir aos cidad&os? O espago
edificado, sem divida, tevede ser

dificil encontrar o fio que liga
as mulheres negras e o lugar da
subalternidade: antes escravi-
zadas e coloni-zadas, agora
discriminadae marginalizadas’,
revela Nilza Iraci, lembrando
gue essas mulheres podem e
vem falando por sua propria
vVOz.

Fazendo uma espécie de
colagem com o discurso de
Nilza Iraci, Rabia Abdelkrim,
Algéria, que fez uma inter-
vencdo centrada na economia
da vida, criticou sobretudo o
sistema vigente que, segundo
ela, é violento. “As mulheres
enfretam dificul -dades eneorme
originados essencialmente pelo

Continua pa gina

adaptado deformasustentavel. A
cortina de concreto foi mantida,
sim, por quendo?O direito autoral
do Plano Diretor do Porto dos Ca-
sais teve a preocupagao de se
adaptar, resultados de estudos
efectuados pelos 6rgdos
responsavel sque ndo descuraram,
em nenhum  momento,
sustentabilidade e prote¢do do
Centro Historico.

O Foérum Social Mundial
manteve vivo todos esses
sentimentosvivose, duranteossels
dias, 26 a 31, respira-se arte em
quase todos os armazéns do cais
do porto de Porto Alegre. Colagem
de tecidos, retractos, oficinas
diversas, reciclagemde materiais,
teatro lambe lambe, aquarela,
grafiete e muitos outros oriundos
de todos os paises do mundo. E
este o mundo dadiversidade cultu-
ra que o férum oferece aos seus
participantes e que retracta de
formabastante abrangenteum dos
objectivos preconizados pelos
organizadores deste evento: culti-
var o didogo através da arte e da
criacdo. Estaéaaformaescolhida
pelosprogramadoresdo FSM para
construir asculturasderesisténcia
dos povos, 0 pensamento
auténomo eadiversidade.

ConstancadePINA
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GABRIELALEITE, PROSTITUTADO RIO DE JANEIRO

Objectivo : profissionalizacao

Gabriela Leite define-se
como prostituta mas néo fica
preocupada se alguém lhe
chamar « putal ». « E 0 meu
predileto. Acho lindo. Mostra
até que ponto o preconceito
chega », afirma a mulher, na
casa dos 50. Foi precisamente
a luta contra o preconceito e
sobretudo, os maus tratos con-
tra as prostitutas que Gabriela
seergueu, corriao ano 1987.

«Eu era prostituta na
Boca do Lixo quando um
delegado comecou afazer uma
grande e imensa repressao as
prostitutas de Sdo Paulo.
Houve muitas detidas, duas
desapareceram, uma dasquais
estava gravida », conta
Gabriela. Ela e outras colegas
de profissdo organizaram entdo
uma passeata na capital
econémica do Brasil e a
imprensa acabou destacando a
situacdo das prostitutas.

Apesar do afastamento
do delegado, Gabriela dediciu
continuar a batalha para a

dignidade das prostitutas e
parao direito detambém poder
dar sua contribuicdo na
sociedade. Vigadecarronapelo
Brasil eacabapor instalar-seno
Rio de Janeiro. «Foi ali onde
falei pela primeira vez em
publico, num encontro de
mulheresdasfavel as», recorda.
Comeca entdo umacaminhada
gue desemboca num encontro
gue pela primeira vez reline
prostitutas vindas de todo o
Brasil ecujo resultado concreto
€ a criacao de uma rede
nacional de profissionais do
SEXO.

Gabriela ndo se esquece
das dificuldades naaturapara
reunir os 2.000 participantes:
«Tinhamos dinheiro mas os
hotéis ndo queriam hospedar-
nos. Quando conseguimos um
local, o pessoal da faxinadisse
gue ndo trabalhava. Mas no
dia do encontro, |a foram eles
nos oferecer flores». Hoje, a
rede estd mais organizada:
deixou cair a expressao

Romper com a conspiracao do siléncio
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mercado, pelaglobalizacdo neo-
liberal, pelo capitalismo, que as
sufoca e as oprime. E esta
guerra ndo declarada, frisa, li-
mita a capacidade das mulheres
gerir a sua condi¢do de vida
individual e colectiva. “Mas
essas mulheres fazem a sua
economia, uma economia da
vida quotidiana, que ndo é
considerada e que entretanto
merecia um nobel. Essa
economiaé como diamente, que
sO é bonito depois de bem
trabalhado”, completa Rabia
Abdelkrim, destacando o facto
dessas mulheres, sobretudo as
africanas, viverem com menos
de um ddlar/dia.

Uma ‘ginastica
financeira que exige
imaginacdo. E foi naimaginacdo
gue Corine Kumar, India/Tunia,
foi buscar “A sua economia
imaginaria’. Segundo €ela, vive-
se actualmente tempos
violentos e as mulheres estdo a
morrer por causa dos valores
universais e dos modelos de
desenvolvimento que destréem
a civilizagcdo. Tempos de
globalizacao americana,
incertezas, guerras, terrorismo
estatal dos Eua, distribuido
pela Cia e mundializado pelo
mercado. “As instituicOes tém
dificuldades em reprimir a
violéncia e garantem o direito
apenas aos priviligiados. Temos
de produzir novas visdes
através da diversidade e novos
discursos que preconizam a
ética. E preciso imaginar um
novo modelo baseado no
didlogo das culturas e

conceitos que vém das
conexdes e do dialogo”, sugere
Kumar, para quem € preciso
criar alternativas politicas capaz
de produzir novas imagens para
contrabalancar com os
discursos dominantes.

Mas foi da Vila de Daba,
Tchade, que veio aimagem mais
real da devastiddo provocada
pela globalizagdo, neste caso
em concreto provocado pela
exploragcdo do petréleo e pelas
politicas imperialistas do
Banco Mundial.Denénodji
Seiba Martine, Tchade,
apresentou um retracto
dramético em que, segundo €la,
hoje as suas criangas ndo tém
escola porque os professores
foram trabalhar nas usinas, as
jovens abandonaram as vilas,
as suas arvores foram cortadas
e, com isso, a agricultura foi
afectado, inclusive enfrentam
dificuldades para aimentar as
suas criangas. “desvastados as
nossas florestas. Como mulher
isso choca-me muito porgque os
Nnossos maridos nao
conseguem alimentar suas
familias. Vi criangas morrem de
diarreia porque as nossas
aguas estao contaminadas.
Através das ongs temos vindo
a pedir uma compensagdo por
terem ocupado as nossas ter-
ras e desvastado nossas
florestas. Prometeram contratar
mé&o-de-obra local, electrificar
as nossas vilas, construir
escolas e ndo fizeram nada.
Responsabilizamos o BM por
tudo o que esta a acontecer”.

Constanca de Pina

A luta pelos direitos laborais é o novo passo.

«profissionais do sexo» por
«prostitutas», integra 25
associacdes e edita “Beijo da
Rua’ desde 1988, porque até
entdo «as prostitutas sé
apareciam nas paginas da
policia», segundo o editor do
jornal Flavio Cesar.

No entanto, a batalha das
prostitutas brasileiras ainda
ndo terminou e passa hoje pe-
las questdes laborais.
«Lutamos pela nossa

profissionalizacdo. Ha& um
projecto delei em andamento.
Queremos outras relacdes de
trabalho», explica Gabriela
L eite. Neste momento, o grupo
participa de um grupo de
trabalho dos informais criado
pelo Ministério do Trabalho.
Dessas actividades, a rede de
prostitutas brasileiras espera
ver definidas as futuras regras
erelacestrabal histas parasua
profisssto. V. MONTEIRO

«Todas as mulheres
qguerem construir um outro
mundo, com mais liberdade,
mais solidariedade, sem
preconceitos e com justica.
A pesquisadora brasileira
Vera Soares é bastante clara.
Co-autora dos livros
“Mulher e Palitica- Género e
Feminismo no Partido dos
Trabalhadores” e de “A
mulher brasileira nos espacos
publico e privado”, Vera Soa-
res reconhece que no
entanto que n&o é tarefa facil.
Apesar dos avancos
significativos ainda ha muito
caminho pela frente. «Uma
pesquisa mostrou que 20%
das brasileiras ja sofreram
algum tipo de violéncia
doméstica e isso acontece
no privado», indica. Versa
Soares aponta ainda as
relagbes de poder onde ainda
existem muitasasimetriassgja
nas instituicbes como os
partidos politicos ou nos
parlamentos onde, na sua
opinido, a representacdo da
mulher ainda €é muito
pequena.

Conforme disse, esse

Um outro mundo é possivel
Mulheres querem

particpar daobra

quadro néo € excluviso ao
Brasil, tendo notado
alguma semelhangca com
Cabo Verde onde esteve em
2003 no quadro de uma
accdo de formac&o sobre a
macro-economia e 0
feminismo. «Pelo pouco
gue vimos em Cabo Verde
€ muito semelhante com
aquilo que se vive no
Brasil. Encontramos
mul heres formadas,
inseridas no mercado de
trabalho formal ou que
ocupam alguns postos de
decisdo mas sentimos nas
discussbes que temos 0s
mesmos problemas», re-
corda Vera Soares.

Para transformar
relacbes no Brasil, a
pesqguisadora precisa que 0
movimento feminista no
Brasil concluiu que as
mulheres brancas e
mulheres negras devem
trabalhar juntas na medida
em que a dimensédo racial
neste pais estrutura e define
também as relagdes de
poder.

V.MONTEIRO

E OBRA DO
SOCIOLOGO
BOAVENTURA
SOUSA SANTOS

O Manual do FSM

Uma das novidades do
FSM 2005 é um “Manual de
uso do FSM”, um livro do
sociélogo portugués Boaven-
tura Sousa Santos lancado
sexta-feira na tenda F206 ao
lado do Teatro Pér do Sol,
juntamente com os livros “ O
desafio do Forum Social
Mundial” e“FSM - A histéria
de umainvencéo politica’ de
Chico Whitaker e José Corréa
L eite, respectivamente.

Na sua intervencdo, o
sociélogo portugués comegou
por afirmar que aquele livro
constitui uma forma de
partilhar com outras pessoas
endo excluiu apublicagdo de
outrosmanuais. E umlivro que
procura mostrar o fendmeno
politico que o férum social
representa, destacando novi-
dades de dominio cultural,
politico-organizativo através
deumaanalise em detalhe da
evolucdo do FSM desde asua
criagdo em 2001, as tensdes
que o atravessaram e 0S
principais desafioscom que se
confronta.

A0 mesmo tempo, Boa-
ventura Sousa Santos disseque
estava preocupado com o
férum social poisapesar dasua
evolucdo, expansdo e
multiplicagdo este fenémeno
estéd muito ligado ao Brasil e
apesar do Lulaeo PT estar no
poder o Brasil ndo mudou e o
exemplo disso é a propria
audiéncia que ndo mostra o
verdadeiro Brasil, numaclara
alusdo da auséncia dos afro-
brasileirosedosindiosno FSM
gue se realiza no territério
Brasileiro. Disse que temos
gue “nos libertar dos auto-
matismos da formas como
Vivemos para aumentarmos a
diversidade nos for a sociais
e aumentar a represen-
tatividade e participacdo da
Africa um continente escravi-
zado, colonizado e mar-
ginalizado”.

O socidlogolusodirigiu
as suas criticas directamente
ao presidente Lula, dizendo
gue a chamada global para a
accdo contraapobrezaqueele
lancou ndo iriadar em nada e
ndo pois até o programa
lancado pelo Kofi Annan ndo
estd dando resultados. Disse
também que com a evolugdo
foi vista com algum descré-
dito, mas o facto de se ter
levado o férum social para
Mumbai mostrou que ndo se
deve temer o crescimento e
evolugdo e que 0 sucesso
Mumbai contribuiu bastante
pararealizacdo deste presente
férum. Emjeito de conclusao,
disse que o férum social éum
movimento de esquerda
inovador que elevou uma
energiapositivaquendo sevia
hamuito tempo mas disse que
devia-se usar positivamente
estaenergia“ porque o mundo
ainda ndo esta bem”.

ViriatoTAMELE
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Launch of the Arab Social Forum

‘another Arab world Is possible
Cairo 4-6 January 2005

WE representatives of civil
society organizations and
social movements from the
Arabworld, havingmetinCairo
from 4 to 6 January 2005, have
agreed on forming the Arab
Social Forum to serve as a
framework for a united stance.
The Arab Social Forum is a
space for civil society
organizations and movements
unisonintheir struggle against
neo-liberalism’s attack on the
political, economic, social and
cultural rights of the people of
the Arab region.

In particular the Forum
condemnsthe militarization of
globalization and its attempts
to impose a world imperialist
hegemony led by the United
States of America and its ally
world Zionism on the Arab

By SalmaM aoulidi

“WHAT is a home when you
areaproblem and survivingin
provisional conditions?’ reads
one caption projecting the
voice of one of the many
refugees who stories are
captured in a powerful
exhibition about displacement.

40 million people around the
world are refugees and
internally displaced, the
majority are escaping war and
political, religious or ethnic
harassment and persecution.
Women and children
congtitute 75% of the refugee
population, abig number being
concentrated in Africa

Marie Ange Bordas, a
Brazilian artist put together an
inspiring exhibition that tells
the stories of refugee
populations around the world.

world, as is manifest in the
occupation of lIraq and
Palestine, crimes of war and
crimina attacks, and al other
forms of threats, be they direct
or indirect, on the people of the
region.

Thelaunch of theArab Socia
Forum is the culmination of a
threeyear processinwhichthe
founding members were
involved. This process
includes the Cairo meeting in
2003, the Mumbai declaration
which took place during the
Word Social Forum in January
2004 and in which the
Preparatory Committeefor the
Arab Social Forumwasformed,
and the Cairo meeting in May
2004, wherethe Committeewas
expanded.

The organizations have

Stories of African refugeesare
center stage. From the situation
of conflict in Dafur and the
Congo, to the camps where
most peoplefleeing persecution
end up likein Kakuma Refugee
Camp, artistic visualizations
give anintimate account of the
displacement, in time and
identity, individualsfed.
Using a combination of
photographs, digital imprints,
documentaries, recordings,
music and sounds, the
exhibition presents voices of
individuals, each recounting a
story of their status as a
displaced person. Powerful
quotations explain the
photographs and images
represented. One read, “to be
displaced is not only to be
transplanted from your placeto
another. It isto loose the very
ground where your roots were

agreed on a Charter of
Principles for the Arab Social
Forum, which servesasaguide
foritsactivities. TheForumis
an open spacefor al Arab civil
society organizations and
movements that aims to
achieve political reform and
democratization asthe basisfor
the struggle against neo-
liberalism and brutal capitalist
hegemony. The Charter
involves the necessary
fundamentals for the work of
the Arab Social Forum. It is
grounded in democratic values
andisinlinewiththePrinciples
of the World Social Forum.
The founders believe there
are objective factors that have
rendered thelaunch of theArab
Socia Forum necessary. These
include neo-liberal, imperialist

once planted”.

Theexhibition representsart
as a political expression.
Foremost it draws attention to
the numerous conflicts around
theworld, many of which do not
receivethe attention they need.
Through her images Ms.
Bordasraiseskey humanrights
issues facing refugee
populations. It is not only the
persecution they face in their
home countries but also the
uncertainty they face in their
new homes such as refugee
women risking being raped
when fetching firewood or
water. Likewise deforestationis
posing survival challenges to
communitiesnear refugeesites.

Health continues to plight
displaced populations. As a
result of the war in the
Democratic Republic of Congo
one caption reads, 31 people

and Zionist aggression that
targets the Arab region as a
principal arenafor imposing its
project with the use of military
force, the evident weakness of
official Arab systemsintheface
of these factors and their
inability to deal with these
critical challenges, and despotic
systems where corruption and
the absence of democratic
mechanisms and popular will
and participation are the norm.

In light of these conditions,
it has become imperative to
mobilize popular participation
to confront the attacks against
people’s sovereignty, and to
involveall social groupsinthe
defense of their political,
economic, social and cultural
rights.

The Arab Social Forum

die each month, 98% of them
being killed by malaria,
malnutrition and diarrhoea.
Between February 2003 and
November 2004, 300,000 people
died and 1.8 million were
displaced in Dafur western
Sudan reads another.

The exhibition is not all
gloom. For oneitisan example
of using art for therapeutic
purposes. The subjects were
involved in making the
documentaries or recordings
over time. It also shows how
art is used to build bridges
between peoples. Cultural
relations between the black
community in Brazil andAfrica
are enhanced through cultural
programmes and film. The
exhibition of refugeesin Brazil
focuses on black Braziliansand
Portuguese speaking Africa,
mainly Mozambique and

therefore faces enormous
tasks. We consider this
launch an open invitation to
all civil society organizations
and social movements both
within the Arab nations
represented at the founding
and those that have not
participated yet to contribute
and take part in this Forum at
an equal footing.

We aso consider the Arab
Social Forumtobeanintegral
part of the social forum
movement and a bridge
between the Asian and the
African Social Forumsaswell
asavital link connecting Arab
activists.

It is an arena for
cooperation and joint Arab

work that takes into
consideration the
particularity of theArabworld

and the issues pertaining to
the region and its people as
well asaunit of solidarity with
all activistsaround theworld
working against neo-
liberalism, American
hegemony and capitalist
exploitation.

Angola. These communities
get to know “the other”
through photographs and
letters.

The project targets young
peopleandisuseful since Brazil
hosts refugee communities
from 52 countries, the largest
coming from Angola. Brazil is
party to the Cartanega
Declaration, which proposes
the creation of Borders in
Solidarity, Citiesin Solidarity
and Resettlement in Solidarity
as a way for the concrete
application of human rights
and the enhancement of the
protection of refugees in the
region.

Displacements is a
culmination of  work
undertaken over three years of
working and living in refugee
communities in South Africa,
Kenya and France. The
exhibitionisintheB terrain.

INFEIA
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Strategies for dismantling the power
of Trans-National Corporations

By Kimani Ndungu

AN otherwise sleepy session discussing strategies for
dismantling the power of rans-National Corporations (TNCs)
was roused into action when a speaker from China challenged
activists to wake up to the reality of the true meaning of the
widely touted notion of Corporate Social Responsibility (CRS).

Apo Leong of the Asia Monitor Resource Centre which
researches, documents and exposes |abour rights violations by
industries and businesses owned by major TNCs such as Coca-
Cola, Nike and Levis, said CSR has become the new buzzword
for corporations which they now liberally use to fool workers
and co-opt activists.

L eong expounded on the problem of sweat shops,adominant
feature of the Asian labour scene, where workers slave for as
long as fifteen hours a day under horrific working conditions.
While the workers are paid as little as ten US Dollars a day,
executivedirectors, other high ranking members of management
and consultatntswho are often recruited directly from the parent
countries earn as much as 1000 US Dollars aday.

Many of the TNC owned factoriesare located in special areas
dubbed Export Processing Zonesin which aparticular country’s
labour legislation does not apply while international worker’s
rights standards are excluded. He said Asian goverments are
collaboratersin thisgrand scheme of exploitation of cheap labour
which enablesthe TNCsto produce high quality goods cheaply
for sale at astronimical profitsin Western markets.

One of the reasons why the corporates prefer to set up the
sweat shopsin Asian countriesisthat besides the cheap labour,
low wages and completedisdain for workers' rights, they would
not be allowed to operate the same enterprises under the same
conditionsin their own home countries.

Corporate Social Responsibility has become the new
instrument of choicefor TNCsasthey have continued to employ
it with far reaching succeess to dupe civil society organisations
including social movements that with the setting up of
appropriate“ codes of responsibility” which aremutually agreed
between themselves, workers and organi sations, the corporates
will at the sametime be doing their share of improving thelives
of workersand helping to uplift their communities.

L eong said one of the strategies employed by the TNCS' isto
call for regular roundtable discussions with non-governmental

organisationsthrough which they pretend to investigate “ workers
concerns and grievances’ and propose appropriate remedial
mechanisms. The TNCs then comission some uncritical local
consultants and academics to write glowing reports ahout how
they are going the extra mile to respect the rights of workers,
especialy their right to associate freely. These reports are also
used to cover up thereal working conditionsinside thefactories.

At times, Leon made direct references to those present and
resorted to language that appeared to make several of the Northern
based activists uneasy. In calling for the dismantling of the CSR
movement, he urged activiststo “ stop thisillusion that the TNCs
are realy interested in respecting their workers' labour rights
through CRS’. He went on to castigage those “who cannot see
what the CSR truly stands for:’ Co-optation and Sell out without
Resistance’”

Leong'sviewswould appear to find strong support in thewords
of respected UK journalist, intellectual and activist George
Monbiot who has described the entire CSR agenda as “a fraud
developed as ameans of avoiding regulation [for the TNCs), by
trying to persuade the public that there is no need for the
government to act, because the corporations are acting already.”

Monbiot has gone on to warn that corporates tirelessly
propagate the idea of CSR because they know very well that it
does not work and as soon as it becomes inconvenient for them,
they drop their commitment to observeit.

AsKarl Marx onceobservedin hisclassical analysisof palitical
economy, capital hasthe singular ability to mutate into different
forms and activists too should be aware that corporates have a
similar if not more sophisticated way of exploiting any
circumstances that would ensure their peaceful accumulation of
super profits. Thisthey will do using soft and subtle means such
as CSR, but when such proves cumbersome and unworkable,
they will as easily summon the repressive forces of the state to
their aid, as they will invite activists to an all expenses paid
roundtable.

Others who presented their views on ways of dismantiling the
power of TNCs were George Dor of Jubilee South Africa who
spoke about his organisation’s legal campaign for reparations
against multi-national sthat benefitted from the apartheid regime,
and an activist from the American based Polaris Institute.

East Africafull of inspiring resistance struggles

INTERVIEW WITH NJUKI
GITHETHWAONTHEWSF

Njuki Githethwa works
with Kenya Debt Relief
Network.

And isa member of the
Kenya Social Forum.
Below he shares some
thoughts about the World
Social Forum.

Q: It isconfirmed that the
forumiscomingtoAfrica.
Areyou ready for it?

Njuki: Kenya and the East
Africaregionin particular is
ready for the WSF. We
represent a history of
peopl€’s struggles. Tanzania
is the bastion for agents of
change in the continent. You
know that Mwalimu Nyerere
supported many people’
strugglesinAfrica. He set the
pace for popular resistance.
In Kenya, the MauMau
embodies a people’'s
resistance against colonial
domination. Thishistory was
transported across borders
as far as Jamaica in the
dreadlocks culture. Uganda
waged its own war towards
democratic ruleinthe country.
Q: Thehigory of movements
isjust oneof theaspectsthat

makea successful forum. Does
the region have adequate
facilitiesto host thewor|d?
Njuki: Nairobi is the hub of
travel between different points
in the continent to other points
of the world. Kenya Airways
also has extensive routes to
Southern and Western Africa
The East Africa region is not
new to hosting global events.
We hosted Nairobi Women's
meetingin 1985 and subsequent
to that, anumber of regional and
international forums havetaken
place in different parts of the
East Africa region. Don’t
forget, wehost anumber of fairs
such as Jua Kali (informal
sector) and trade shows
annually. The beauty about the
WSF isthat it isan open event
and most things occur in the
open. For that, we have alot of
spacel!”

Q: What about technology?
Njuki: Towards the middle of
this year, we expect to see an
expansion of IT services. In
particular, the capacity of most
internet providers will be
increased broadening the
availability of internet and IT,
making it more cheaper.

Q: What would betheadded
valueAfricacan bringtothe

WSF?

Njuki: | think we embody a
living culture of resistance
encompassing colonialism,
neo-colonialism and now neo
liberalism. Also, we can go
beyond theideological basis of
resistance since we have
communities resisting the
grabbing of their land, asisthe
case of the Maasai, eviction
from forest areas asisthe case
of the Kikuyu, and from
deprivation as is the case of
many slum dwellers.

Q: What has been your
experienceat the 2005 WSF?
Njuki: Thiswas my first time
at the WSF. For me, it
represents a carnival of
resistance expressed by
different people, each in their
ownway. It bringsalot of hope,
re-energizing theworld and the
actors that seek to transform
theworld.

Q: Any insights as you
anticipatetheWSFinAfrica?
Njuki: The level of
organizationisimpressive. Itis
something to emulate and
improveupon. | havealso been
impressed with the
participation of theyouthinthe

WSF. LatinAmericanyouths|
met seem more aware of
political realitiesaround them
and are actively engaged.
They have taken up a lot of
the space at the forum. Our
youths back home are very
Americanized and not equally
engaged in global movements.
Thisisachallengel take back
home to work in preparation
of the WSF 2007.

Q: What singlethingwill you
leave PortoAlegre

with?

Njuki: | came as an observer
to learn about how it is
organised and what needs to
be done to replicate the idea
in my community. What | take
back to Kenyaisthe solidarity
in people'sstruggleswhichis
evident in the causes
articulated and the diversity of
voices. | have to relay the
sameto the common peoplein
Kenya, the street peddlers,
cabblers and peasants so that
they can join in the larger
struggle instead of the
fragmented struggleswewage
to resist oppression.

African
youths feel

marginalized
In Forum

By DianaMulilo

AFRICAN youths aired their
concernsat thelack of financial
support by the Africa Social
Forum (ASF) council and
secretariat.

Youths at the World Socia
Forum (WSF) have been
engaged in debates about
issues that concern them like
the lack of extensive
participation by African youth
delegatesin the Youth Camp.

Participants from Africa
expressed concerns that often
issuesthat affect youth areleft
out in most African fora,
leaving the youth without
Voices.

Issues have not been tabled
so much in a number of
meetings and workshops
organised at the WSF and, of
which government and some of
the stakeholders have been in
attendance and planning on
implementing with out there
input.

The question still remains
andwill continuetoring in most
of the youths minds on how
and when governments and
stakeholders who are usually
NGOswill listen and put things
in a clear perspective on the
involvement of youths at
decision making levels.

KissAbrahamsfrom Zambia
says. “the participation of the
African youths is
disappointing. Most lack
financial support. Only five
Africanyouthsareat thisyear’'s
camp out of thousandsfrom all
parts of the continents.”

It was further noted that
youths constitute a big group

among those who are
margindized.
“Theyouthsareamongst the

most affected by extreme
poverty in addition to women
and they are the least
represented when it comes to
issues,” Abrahams said.

SomeBrazilian dso suffer the
samefate.

NathaliaCapillim, aBrazilian
youth working for theWomen's
march says participationin the
forum has been so difficult for
her because she does not
understand the issues that are
being discussed.

“I have been finding
difficulties in language
communication because there
is no tranglations at the youth
camp discussions,” says
Capillim.

Youthswill always continue
to be left out in dialogues and
yet they arguethat they arethe
future.
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African Minister callson WTO
to act more decisively on behalf
of the marginalized

By SalmaM aoulidi

AN example of the North- South relations in challenging
globalization istheHe sinki process, which Tanzania co-chairs
with Finland. It wasther efor e befitting that theMinister for
Community Development, Gender and Children Affairs, Dr.
Asha Rose Migiro, beat hand at the World Social Forum to
launch theHelsinki ProcessFinal Track Reports. Thereports
are, Mobilizing Resour cesfor the Millennium Development
Goals, Empowering Peopleat Risk- Human Security Priorities
for the21st Century, and Gover ning Globalization- Globalizing
Governance

TheHedsinki Processisajoint initiative of the gover nment of
Finland and Tanzaniathat aimsat creating partner ship between
major stakeholders: civil society, businessand private sector,
resear chersand other groupsin sear ch for amoredemocratic
gover nanceof globalization.

AccordingtoHon. AshaRoseMigiro, “ the process seeksfor
novel and empowering solutions to the dilemmas of global
gover nanceand offer san open and inclusiveforum for dialogue
between major stakeholders’.

The process recognizes that tackling global problems
demandsmor ethan traditional gover nment collabor ation but
an expanded field of actors. The Helsinki Group consists of
high-level imminent people from all walks of life. After
concluding the process in its current status, the group will
present itsfinal report at theHelsinki Confer enceon September
7-9, 2005. AccordingtoDr. Migiro,“ Themain working papers
and yardstick for thework of theHelsinki Group werethree
global thematic and leading tracks: new approachesto global
problem solving, global economic agenda, and human security”.
Thepaper swer ethesubjectsof thelaunch.

Notableobservationsaremadein thereports. Areport on
New Approaches to Global Problem Solving for example
disclosestwo key deficits- ademocracy deficit in the global
economic gover nancewith inter national decison-makingand
agenda setting monopolized by the G-7 countries;, and a
coher encedeficit in addressing key challengesin theeconomic,
social and environmental spheres. New approachesto global
problem solving ar ether efor er equir ed to over comethecurrent
inertiaat local and international levels.

Another report, Towar dsan Ethical Globalization Regime:
Global Aspirationsand Guiding Principlesnotesthat thewesalth
of afew peopleisgrowingrapidly whilebillionslivein abject
poverty. It goesontoconclude, “ If theworld isunequal, it must
beundemocratic”.

The paper argues that at the core of a transformative
development agenda is the need to strengthen global
commitments to human governance focusing on the
strengthening of global ethicsand responsibilitiesby bringing
theprinciplesof human development and social protectioninto
the concept of global economic governance. Thisconcernis
picked up in theHuman Security Report stating that human
beings, and not states should be at the center of security
concerns. This requires coherence in policy perspectives
making the connections between human rights and
devdopment.

TheMinister closed her remarkswith a fier ce challenge.
Sheobserved, “ TheWTO must gobeyond theDoha Deve opment
Round and address issues of social responsibility and
accountability. I think timehascomefor theWTO toact more
decisively on behalf of theincreasingly mar ginalized members
of our oneworld”.

By Glory Mushinge

FOR the first time in the history
of the Social Forum process, the
organisation behind the
mobilisation of  African
participants ENDA (Environment
& Development in the Third-
World), has decided to record its
physical presence at the on-going
World Social Forum. ENDA, a
Senegalese initiated and based
organisationthat isinvolvedinthe
development of advocacy
programmeson policiesaswell as
field operations, to provide help
in areas of urbanisation and other
activities has decided to take up
an activerole of participation after
spotting loose ends, in the World
Socia forum in as far as some of
the cardinal issues of society are
concerned, resulting into them
rising up to participate as an
organisation. Being the
headquarters of the Africa Socia
Forum,

ENDA has always operated
behind the scenes, taken aback seat
and remotely ensured that thereis
an African participation at regional
and World levels in the forum as
way of highlighting real issues
being faced by the continent,
through financial facilitation of
Africansto participate and sending
representatives to attend as
individuals but has never
participated as an organi sation.

Taoufik Ben Abdallah, explained
that the organisation had always
participated by way of supporting
him as a member of the
organisation to support an African
initiative, adding that the
organi sation was engaged with the
Social Forum process at certain
levels.

Taoufik brought the paper’s
attention to the fact that his
organisation decided to be part of
this year’'s World Social Forum
(WSF) in order to create relations
with the Afro-Brazilians and to
bring out urban issues addressing
sanitation, good housing, slums
and others, which he said were
seen to be absent, by the
organisation.

Said Taoufik “ENDA, as an
organisation which is part of the
social movement is particularly
part of the social forum, we just
took a responsibility to support
Africans in the forum and space
and theforum hasto befreeof this
organisation. Thisyear wedecided
to be part of the World Social
Forum, to have relations with the
Afro-Braziliansand we wanted to
bring out the urban issues which
we thought were absent through
out the forum.”

Over 90 African participantsare
thisyear participating inthe WSF,
registered to attend the under the
facilitation and umbrella of the
ASF headquarterswhich ishosted
by ENDA.



